
 1 

Jumping Equitation 

No 8.     

Why not try . . . ? 

 

The Discipline  

of the Month 

1. 
 

This is a jumping event where you also gain points for  
presentation and riding ability. 

2. 
 

Your horse benefits because you learn to ride at an even, 
calm pace. 

3. 
 

There is no jump off - it’s one round only. So you don’t need to 
have a fast horse, or be worried about increased fence height. 

4
 

Having to think about your position and how you are  
riding makes for a better rider - and happier horse. 

5. 
 

The equipment is the same as for showjumping - if you have 
some show jumps you can do this variation. 

Compiled with the assistance of Pony Club Tasmania,  
Pony Club WA and their State Showjumping Committee, and Pony Club NSW 
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Jumping Equitation 
 

- What is It?  

Above: This sample jumping equitation course supplied by PCANSW was from an event at Sydney Royal Easter Show 
and shows the type of extra requirements JE requires. The course designed by John Vallance is one round, untimed.  

Sample JE Course 

The perfect Equitation round should be one of rhythm, fluency and precision. 
The rider should look like they are doing very little to maintain the flow.  
If these components of the ‘invisible ride’ are not achieved then look for  

what is causing the jarring role.  

Jumping Equitation is rather like dressage over jumps. Not 
only do you have to complete the course, you are marked 
on other aspects as well, including your presentation 
(judged before the test), your position, your accuracy, your 
control of the horse and more.  
It doesn’t require you to ride fast, or do a jump off over 
heightened fences.  
It does require you to do one round, preferably clear, and 
jump all the fences PLUS do some of the following, which 
should not disrupt the flow: 
1. Show long/short crest release over fence  
2. Show increase of pace between two fences  
3. Jump a fence from the hand gallop  
4. Jump a fence on an angle  
5. Show a stipulated number of strides between two  
    fences  
6. Show a short turn between two fences  

Alternative Tests, depending on your level: 
 1. adjustment of stirrups – at the halt / at the walk.  
      (To be done before starting the jumping round)  
2. Drop and pick up stirrups – at the halt/at the walk  
       (To be done before starting the jumping round)  
3. Pick up a stipulated lead – from the walk/trot to the 

      canter  
4. Change lead through the trot  
5. Downward/upward transition at a marker  
6. Canter on counter lead (i.e. counter canter)  
7. Halt and rein back, maximum four strides (to be done 

     after the finish or before the start)  
8. Flying change  
9. Jump a fence from the trot. (Preferably this test to be 

     done at Fence 1)  

Things to  
practise 

Photo: Vicki Tapper, Vickiphotos; PCAWA 
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 Jumping Equitation as a Teams Event 
 

Some States hold (or used to hold) Jumping Equitation as an event at their State Showjumping Championships. Here’s an 
example of how to make this a team event—taken from the rules for PCAWA’s State Championship equitation class.  
Presentation & Equitation  
The event is for a team of four. Two riders jump 80cm and two riders jump 95cm.  All  Presentation and Equitation scores 
are added together for a total.  Team with the overall highest value places 1st. 
Presentation  
• Riders present in team height pairs and are judged on their presentation i.e. gear, mount and the riders.  
• This is NOT an exercise in having the same, or brand new, gear.  
• It is expected that horses/ponies would be plaited for presentation.  
• The judging is held before the riders commence their showjumping round in the jumping arena. 
• A matrix and the scoring sheets is provided to the Presentation Judges, and two Judges score each rider.  We want to 

encourage neat, clean riders correctly attired in their Pony Club uniform.  We do not encourage excessive makeup or 
matching coloured gear.  

• The marshal presents a team of two riders at a time, who will already have been officially 
gear checked and will be mounted.  

•  Judges have approximately five minutes to review and give a score out of five in each  
section (there are four sections).    The final total is out of 20 points.  This total is then  
added to the riders’ equitation showjumping round score, judged in the SJ arena.   

Equitation 

See the (attached) score sheet.  We have one judge who scores this. 
      - Adapted from the article provided by Jeanette Hatch, Chair of the PCAWA SJ Committee 
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How is Jumping Equitation scored? 

This scoresheet kindly provided by Pony Club Tasmania 
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Kindly provided by the PCAWA State Showjumping Committee 

How is the Jumping Equitation  
‘Presentation’ component scored? 

Photo: Vicki Tapper, Vickiphotos, PCAWA 

fitted 
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Don’t forget to share, and also send us, your  
photos or videos so we can see and share them  

in our newsletters and on Facebook too! 

   

Each month in 2020 we are bringing you a 
‘Discipline of the Month’ - it is up to you  

when you try it out.  
You can find them all on our website 

info@ponyclubaustralia.com.au 

www.ponyclubaustralia.com.au 

Resources 
 

 Pony Club Tasmania Inc. Handbook V4.3  
 

 Queensland rules for Jumping Equitation 

 

PCANSW Guide to  Jumping Equitation 

       More things to know      

Off Centre  
Deep Spot  
Long Spot  

• Horse lowers head and neck and begins to engage hocks  
• Hocks are engaged and forehand raised, like a coiled spring ready for take off  
• Spring released, horse shows very good bascule  
• Horse stretching neck from withers and shoulders  
• Horse maintaining good follow through with hind legs  
• Horse landing with good balance ready for departure to next obstacle  

Ideal 
Jump  

Sequence 

Do you know these take off terms? 

Propping  
Dangerous  

The ‘track’ you ride for a jumping equestrian course is important 

If not, ask your coach to explain them to you. 

https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/sports/discipline-of-the-month/
http://ponyclubtas.com.au/Resources/Handbook.aspx
https://ponyclubqld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-Rules-for-Jumping-Equitation-March.pdf
https://www.pcansw.org.au/docs/general/82/nsw_pony_club_jumping_equitation_manual_version_3.pdf

