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Snow Wonder
It's a Strange Year
As far as major weather events go in
2020, many States have had them all.
But last week snow in Spring was a
nice surprise in some places,
including for members of
Maryborough and District Pony Club
VIC - and certainly more welcome
than drought, fire or floods.

Have your say on
Horse Welfare p7

Meet our new expert
Horse Health panel p8

Adam is a Trailblazer p2

The Centre Page
Adam is a Trailblazer
Adam Mundy, 9, from Lane Cove NSW has
become the first Pony Club member to start at
an PCA Accredited Riding Centre and move on
to a Pony Club.
Adam started riding at Sydney Riding School,
and after having lessons (based on our syllabus)
on riding and caring for a horse and gaining two
proficiency certificates, his family leased his
horse 'Yogi' for him.
Confident and keen, Adam is now a member of
Arcadia Pony Club, making new friends and
already tasting success in competition.
This transition program is made possible by a
grant from Sport Australia. You can read the full
story here
........
We urge Clubs who are approached by families
wanting to join, but don't yet have a horse, to
suggest the nearest accredited riding centre as
a starting point for your potential members.
There's more information about accredited
riding centres on our website.

Adam Mundy is now a member
of Arcadia Pony Club

We can’t wait to offer the Pony Club experience to
more riders around Australia so if you know of any
high quality riding schools, or clubs who are already
referring enquiries to riding schools, please contact
Participation Manager Dr Kirrilly Thompson
on ph 0413 616 650 or email her at
centrememer@ponyclubaustralia.com.au

Welcome to New Classical Centre
Welcome to our newest (and 27th) accredited centre, the Classical Dressage Academy in Pakenham
Victoria. This centre is owned and operated by Natasha Jones.
Natasha says, “I managed a riding school for some years, but after starting a family I disbanded the
school. Even though I have trained horses to Olympic standard, it is my desire to inspire students of all
levels. For the past few years, I have been teaching people on their own horses. Now that my children
have grown up, I have decided to re-establish a riding school.
“The new format will allow me to teach students without mounts. Established riders will have the
opportunity to improve their posture through lungeing. Experiencing the feel of higher movements is
possible on my school masters. I'm very proud to be accredited with Pony Club Australia.”

Classical Dressage Academy Facebook

National Awards
Showcase our Best
Our Olympian judges were impressed
When two Olympians and long-time equestrians are impressed by
the finalists in the annual PCA awards, you know the future of this
sport is in good hands in Australia.
Guest judges this year were Olympic gold medallist Wendy
Schaeffer, who at 21 took her Pony Club horse Sunburst to Atlanta
1996 and was the best placed Australian in the gold medal winning
three day event team, and Megan Jones, another Pony Club
graduate, who was a 3DE silver medallist at the 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games.
“I was excited to be involved with the Judging of the 2020 PCA
wards,” Wendy said. “I was very impressed with the standard of
nominees in all categories and felt that there is much to be learned
on the governance front from the nominated PCA clubs.”
Megan was quick to agree. “I was honoured to be a part of the

21 year old Wendy Schaeffer wins eventing gold
on her Pony Club horse (above) and Megan
Jones wins silver in Beijing

judging panel for the National Pony Club awards - and was blown
away by the level of commitment to Pony Club and what generally
amazing people the candidates were.”
The finalists for the 2020 national awards (on the next page) were
selected from a huge field of worthy nominations. The awards
acknowledge the best achievements, dedication and service by
riders, coaches, volunteers and clubs. With over 800 clubs and
40,000 members, competition is always keen.
Pony Club Australia CEO Dr Catherine Ainsworth said the annual
awards are not just about achievement. “It’s about participation,
citizenship, giving back to Pony Club and showing initiative,” she
said.

Our PCA Annual Awards finalists are on the next page.
The winners, announced soon, will receive prizes donated
by our generous sponsors:

A NEW WAY TO LEARN FROM THE EXPERTS
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PONY CLUB
@ HOME SERIES
Pony Club Australia is pleased to announce a
variety of confirmed guests so far for our new
Pony Club @ Home Series!
Ever wondered what it's like to live and work abroad
in the horse industry? Claire Deuten could provide some
insight into this.
What does it take to become an Olympic gold medalist?
Wendy Schaeffer will be here to answer your questions.
Interviews will begin taking place in the coming weeks; so
this is YOUR CHANCE to ask questions directly to some
very talented and established individuals in the horse industry.
Confirmed Guest Interviewer:
Portland Jones - published author & horse trainer

Confirmed Guests:
Claire Deuten - Event Rider & Horse Trainer, based in the UK
Clare Wheatley - Equine Vet Nurse, Bendigo Equine Hospital
Heath Ryan - Dressage Professional, Equestrian Centre Owner & Trainer
Wendy Schaeffer - Olympic Gold Medalist
Someone else you'd like to hear from? Suggestions welcome in the link below:
CLICK HERE TO ASK YOUR QUESTIONS TODAY
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What strategies/approaches do you use
when you are making tough career decision?
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What are the best ways to help build that bond with your horse?
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What career mistake taught
you the greatest lesson?

What new skills do I need to be an equine vet nurse?

Around the Clubs
Riding Tricks
Eugowra Pony Club in NSW had a special rally day on
Father's Day with a fantastic trick riding demonstration
from Alicia Bourke of R.A.C.E Entertainment. Alicia
wowed everyone with her display of amazing tricks on
her well trained horse.
Alicia then spent time teaching some of the tricks to
riders using a saddled barrel.
Very timely given our Discipline of the Month for
October is vaulting - check it out via the link below or on
the PCA website under 'Sports'.

Gold medal visit
RIGHT: Mount Gambier and Districts Pony Club SA had a special day
with eventing gold medallist Wendy Schaeffer (Atlanta 1996) visiting.
The Club says it was amazing to see such knowledge shared to so
many riders by Wendy. Riders were able to see, hold and wear
Wendy’s Olympic GOLD MEDAL and listen to Wendy’s journey
starting out as a pony club rider!
Wendy was a guest judge for the PCA Annual Awards this year. "I
was excited to be involved with the Judging of the 2020 PCA
awards,” she said.
“I was very impressed with the standard of nominees in all
categories and felt that there is much to be learned on the
governance front from the nominated PCA clubs.”

Discipline of the Month
The October Discipline of the Month is vaulting. You don't need a
horse to get started, and you will have a new way to get flexible
and balanced for your regular riding.

PCA Welfare Survey
Pony Club Australia is developing a new Horse Welfare Policy and we are
interested in your thoughts and perspectives. To date we have used an adapted
form of the policy from the Australian Horse Industry Council. However in recent
years:
- Pony Club Australia has introduced a new syllabus for riders
- Animal welfare science has moved from the 5 Freedoms to the 5 Domains
framework (Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, Mental State)
- There is more community focus on use of animals in sport and leisure
- This survey is intended to gather thoughts, ideas and priorities to inform the
new policy and its implementation. You are invited to get involved in the
conversation by completing this survey.
PCA Welfare Survey

NEW Values Badges: We value ALL you do
Pony Club is not just about riding, ribbons and competition.
We are excited to announce there is now a way members can be recognised for your
interest in - and work for - the community, creating sustainable solutions and caring for
horses and others. These awards are not just for riding members, but all members.

Community Captains have the ability to make others feel safe, valued
and included. They are ambassadors for the community spirit that
unites the international Pony Club movement. The PCA Community
Captain recognition award is based on a specific project, activity or
innovation. Recipients will show an extraordinary effort above and
beyond what would ordinarily be expected of a Pony Club Australia
member.

Pony Club Australia is the longest running equestrian organisation in
Australia. Sustainability Champions undertake projects which ensure
the long-term environmental and/or social sustainability of Pony Club.
The recipient's impact and achievements will be demonstrated
through a specific project, activity or innovation. The PCA Sustainability
Champion award will recognise extraordinary efforts above and
beyond what would ordinarily be expected of a Pony Club Australia
member.

The Welfare Warrior recognition award is awarded to PCA members
who put the horse’s health and wellbeing needs before their own on a
notable occasion, or delivered a project that addresses the mental and
physical aspects of horse welfare and wellbeing across one or more of
the following areas: nutrition, health, environment, behaviour and
human interaction.

CLICK HERE or scan the QR code with
your mobile device to nominate a
special PCA member today.
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Photo Competition
Brought to you by the
PCA Youth Advisory Council
So many entries - almost 1000! The results
will be announced soon. A big thanks to our sponsors

@EQSaddleworld is
sponsoring our
#PCAConcentration
face category

Attention Coaches
Coaches - head on over to the coaches' tab on
our website to find two new resources to help
with your lesson planning (Under NCAS).
You can now download template and diagram
documents you can edit for your own purposes.

@BushPonyMedia
is sponsoring our
#PCAHeadShot
category

@HeinigerEquine is
sponsoring our
#PCAGlowUp
category

Horseland is
sponsoring our
#PCAFancyDress
category

@Ranvetptyltd is
sponsoring our
#PCAActionShot
category
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Did you know that there are no minimum ages for
starting any of our eight proficiency certificates?
Now you can start as soon as you are ready!
To see what each certificate involves - or to do a
self assessment, visit our Syllabus page at:
https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/syllabus/

Do you have any spare bits or stirrups?
They can make great Christmas decorations!

Polo Tops
for Summer
Pony Club Australia polo
tops are available to
order online. These
eye-catching tops are in
lightweight, breathable
fabric (like basketball
tops), sun smart and and
Australian-made by
DMAC Apparel in Victoria.
You can order by logging
in to MyPonyClub and
going to the member
store, where you select
National products. The
tops are $65 each (all
sizes) including postage.

