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Around The Clubs
Mallacoota Pony Club featured in live
crosses during the Channel 10 coverage
of Derby Day during the Melbourne Cup
Carnival. Matisse and Natasha did a great
job explaining what happened during the
New Year's Day fires and why they love
Pony Club. The RSPCA has donated
$54,000 from their Bushfire Recovery
Fund to help re-fence, rebuild the
clubrooms and for a new water tank.

Mountain District Pony Club celebrated
Christmas early with a fun rally with lots
of (socially distanced) games and
activities! They enjoyed barrel racing
and bending, played Simon Says, Giants
Treasure and had even had a few
rounds of Rescue Relay. A Victorian
club, they were all happy to be back
aftre restrictions.

Salt Ash Pony Club Inc (NSW) had a great idea
for their 2020 Christmas Party - they set up a
photo booth so riders and their horses could
get a lovely Christmas photo together,
complete with props! How awesome, and a
great way to end the year. What are you
planning for your end of year Christmas
parties? We'd love to see your photos. (Tag us)

New Careers Series
At some stage most young people dream of working with
horses - but what is it really like?
Our new series interviewing people working in the industry
might shed some light for you.

This is Claire Dueten, an international rider and trainer.
She shares her journey in Episode I on our website.
Watch for Episode 2, coming before
Christmas - an equine vet nurse
shares her story

PCA team selected for International Quiz
A Pony Club International team competition during a world
pandemic - how, you say? Zoom, that's how!
On Saturday December 5th, the Australian Quiz team will be taking
part in a competition hosted by Pony Club UK, with teams from
Canada and Hong Kong, and (to be confirmed) Ireland and the USA.
Due to situation, the team needed to all come from the same district
so they can compete together online. Healesville Pony Club (Vic) won
the honour.
The team is :
Manon Schey, 22, a member InterPacific Quiz Team in 2019, and a
member of the 3rd-placed Senior Quiz Team Nationals 2019. She is
studying for her A Certificate and is the president of Healesville Pony
Club.
Abi van Bergeijk, 19, a member of the 3rd placed Senior Quiz Team
Nationals 2019 and a past president of her club's Junior Committee
Kira Hetherton, 18, a member of the winning Junior Quiz Team at
the Nationals 2019.
Rebecca Goodwin, 22, Pony Clubber of the Year 2018 - Healesville Pony
Club.
Officials:
Lani Hetherton - current vice president and past president
of Healesville Pony Club.

ABOVE: The new PCA Quiz logo

Kim Ward - current Chairperson PCA National Quiz Committee, PCA NCAS Preliminary Coach, Manager of PCA
International Quiz Team Canada 2017, Life Member Yarra Glen PC
As an example of what to expect if you are ever in a quiz team, this is the information supplied to the teams:
There will be six rounds of ten questions.
1. The Pony Club
2. The Systems – Respiratory
3. Grooming and Clipping
4. Olympics
5. Pairs Round - Equine First Aid 6. Picture Round – Native and Rare Breeds
Tie Breaker game if required– Crazy Horse Parts: Players guess parts of the horse based on clues. The clues
are not related to horses but suggest part of the horse. Eg. 'Sits on a lily pad = Frog'.

The Quiz team for this weekend's international competition (l to r): Abi, Manon, Rebecca and Kira

Fascinating Fences
When we showed you on Facebook this great
dachsund dazzle board located in Midland Zone,
Central Victoria, some of you sent in photos of your
great fences. They included this zebra fence, which
worked best at height! How interesting do they
make the course - and probably more scary for the
riders than the horses.
Another idea is the
PVC dazzle board,
like Bemboka Pony
Club's shiny version,
which slides over
two rails (top and
bottom)

Benefits of Being with Horses
You love your horse, and riding and caring for him. Did you know there are many, many benefits you are getting
from this relationship? Read all about it here on the PCA website

Winners - Show Us Your
(horse's) Whiskers!
In the week the FEI (the international equestrian
governing body) announced a ban on trimming
horses' whiskers in international competition, we
announced the winners of our 'Show Us Your
Horses' Whiskers' Competition held on Facebook
and Instagram.
Author Joanne Verikios generously selected two
major winners to each receive a signed copy of her
book, 'Winning Horsemanship: A Judge's Secrets and
Tips For Your Success'.
Congratulations to Leah and Erin Brown from
Berrima District Pony Club in NSW, and Amos Vagg
from Barwon Valley Pony Club in Victoria. (right)

More about Joanne's book

PCA revised our Syllabus in 2019
to match the latest scientific
understandings of horse welfare.
Our C* and K Syllabus section on
'Trimming and Clipping' explains
we now discourage the trimming
of whiskers (vibrissae) on horse
welfare grounds.
Six lucky Pony Club Australia members have each won an
inspirational A4 print from Joanne Verikios at Winning
Horsemanship, based on their highly commended entries
for our #winningwithwhiskers photo competition. Sit back
and enjoy this slideshow (link below) of all the wonderful
whiskers photos.
The winners are:
Emma Ward (for Bella) from Mountain Pony Club in SA,
Rebecca Gray (for Isabelle) Smythesdale Pony Club in Vic,
Ronel Blanchard (for Kian) from Charleton Pony Club in Vic,
Sam Dawson (for Saffron) Cedar Creek Pony Club in QLD,
Lyn White from Mareeba Pony Club in QLD and R
Rachael Edwards from Seville Pony Club in Vic.
See their photos here.

10 Things We Do That Puzzle Horses

Winners
The winners of our male membership survey have
been announced. Congratulations to :
Clay Donald, VIC, Benson Martin, VIC ,
Dylan Jowett, NSW, Hunter Lindley NSW,
Jock Johnston, TAS , Brett Pen-Davies, NT,
Chris Jones, WA, Rhys Everett, SA
Ben Bates, QLD, Marcus Murray, QLD
who each win a $50 Playstation gift card.
These are being posted out to you.

Discipline of the Month
Throughout 2020 we brought you information sheets on different sports, or disciplines, offered
by many Pony Clubs as a way to kick start these sports at your Club. The full list of 10 is on our
website.
We covered polocrosse, tentpegging, quiz, stockman's challenge, musical rides, ride to time, pole work,
jumping equitation, vaulting and tetrathlon. We resume with Working Equitation in February 2021.
Discipline of the Month information sheets are on our website and also emailed out to all members with
the newsletter at the start of each month. (Except December and January)
We love seeing your photos of activities mentioned in the Discipline of the Month; like the one below.

This photo (right) is from the Pony Club WA High
Performance Camp held recently.
Members try their hand at laser pistol shooting
Tetrathlon was the November DOTM.

The Centre Page
During 2020, the number of riding centres accredited to teach the Pony
Club syllabus rose to 28, despite the pandemic disruptions.
Several riders earned their E and D certificates and we had our first
rider, Adam Mundy, graduate to joining his nearest Pony Club after
getting his own horse.
There are now centres in WA, SA, NSW, VIC, QLD and TAS).
You can see a list on our website.

Gesarpark Equestrian
Louise Whibley of Gesarpark Equestrian (on the Fleurieu Peninsula,
SA) offers special fun days for her Pony Club members, as these
photos show, at a recent day:
"Three ponies and six riders had a wonderful day. I paired the girls
up and assigned them a pony between them. Each pair was assigned
a task (which match the mini badges between certificates)
1 taking the reins, 2 on and off 3 wonder walker. Each pair did the
task and the other pairs commented. The there was a little bit more
riding and a bit of lunch and ponies fed and watered.
In the afternoon we had an egg and spoon race, with lots of fun and
laughter.
Ribbons and prizes were presented and happy girls went home!"

Crafty
Christmas
A recent Crafty Tuesday tip on the PCA
Facebook page was this handy key
holder - a quick and easy gift you can
make for family or friends.
All you need is an
old horse shoe
(spray painted or
left as is for the
rustic look) a
backboard, some
horse shoe nails to
hold the keys and a
hook on the back!

From The Experts
Dr Jacqui Panozzo,
WormCheck

The Good News
About Dung Beetles

- Worm faecal egg count
(FEC) service for horses and
livestock.

Summer is here, and with it comes the dung beetle. The dung beetle requires manure as a food source for
their offspring. The adults bury balls of manure down in the soil for their larvae to develop on. If you ever
collect manure that has had dung beetles in it, you’ll see the holes in the soil.
The activity of dung beetles is very useful in the control of the free-living stages of parasitic worms. In hot,
dry conditions the aeration of manure pats by beetles is enough to fully desiccate the manure which results
in the death of worm eggs and larvae. Therefore, if you have dung beetles on your property in summer, you
no longer have to collect manure or harrow it.
In cooler times, dung beetles may still be present and can lower the number of infective larvae emerging
from pats by up to 74%. In your pasture management plan, you should aim to help and encourage dung
beetles as much as possible. Not only dung beetles, but all the soil invertebrates that help to degrade
manure.
It has been found that over 200 different insect species call manure home, all which play an important role in
manure degradation. One thing to avoid in summer is worming your horses. All classes of worming-drugs
have a mode of action that means they are also toxic to a range of other organisms. Wormers are designed
to kill nematodes (roundworms), and so drugs that pass out in the manure can have a toxic effect on freeliving soil worms (such as earthworms).
The macrocyclic lactone drugs (abamectin, ivermectin, moxidectin) are also toxic to insects, and so manure
of treated animals can be toxic to a range of insects, including dung beetles. Different species of insect and
nematode are affected in different ways. For example, dung beetles may still feed/aerate a manure pat of a
treated animal however the beetle larvae die or undergo abnormal development.
Overall, the presence of wormers in manure has a negative effect on the rate of degradation of manure.
Therefore, over summer, avoid worming your horses unless faced with a case of clinical disease. If you get
FEC performed, it may be wise to increase the EPG cut off for worming to 500EPG * compared to the normal
200EPG. If worming is required, ensure that you collect the manure for the first week after worming to
prevent ill effects from the high concentrations of drug in the faeces.
This summer have a think about the humble dung beetle and the wonderful work they do. The world is full
of species that thrive in what we consider waste – these small but mighty creatures play some of the most
important roles in ecosystems.
* EPG means eggs per gram (of manure).
Faecal egg counts (FECs) are performed on
each horse at intervals according to the egg
reappearance period of the dewormer being
used.

Three cheers for the dung beetle - if you have dung beetles on your
property in summer, you wont have to collect manure or harrow it.
Photo: Wormcheck. (Page 1 photo - University of WA)

Having 500 EPG is classed as high shedder;
moderate shedders have 200-500 EPG and
low shedders an EPG of less than 200. High
shedders, and some moderate shedders, are
selected for deworming.

Horse Welfare Survey
- this is what you told us
Pony Club Australia is developing a new Horse Welfare Policy and we asked our members for their
thoughts and perspectives in the last newsletter and on Facebook, to help us move forward.
We have already introduced a new syllabus for riders and support animal welfare science and the Five
Domains framework (Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, Mental State).
We thank you for your comments and suggestions, which will be considered as we form our new Welfare
Policy.
Here are some of your comments . . .
What could PCA do to improve horse welfare?
• 31% - Education for parents
• 31% - Education of Riders
• 20% - Policies & Rules
• 15% - Penalties for welfare breaches.
(15% of the respondents have selected all the four options)
Others said:
Offer opportunity to learn how to do assessment on horse
welfare in their certificate work.
Too many rules
Keep written welfare short, to the point and pictorial. Have
each club put together a local services booklet to include vets
and nutritionists.
Rewards and prizes for outstanding welfare.

"People are too worried to say
anything to others about their
horse's weight – this needs to
be addressed."
"A barrier to horse welfare is
lack of consistent message &
standards . . . different
disciplines have different rules
and regulations."

"We need guidelines on
rider's weight to horse's
size and weight."
"I would also love
to see more support
for riders in their
training rather than
just turning a
blind eye when their
horse is stressed out."

Have you ever
reported a welfare
issue at Pony Club?

64% - NO 36% - YES

Do you agree with the concept
of riders having a 'licence' to use
a whip or spurs? Riders would
need to understand the correct
use of these in order to get their
licence.

77% - YES 23% - NO

Does your Pony Club have a
horse welfare officer?
41% - Don’t know
34% - No
25% - Yes

"Bitless bridles should be an
option for riders with horses
trained and capable of being
ridden safely without a bit."

Horse Welfare Survey
- this is what you told us
(continued)
You also said:
"Keep these surveys coming. It enables us to feel we have some say in policies of pony club into the future."
"Thank you, this is a very good questionnaire and should yield interesting results."
Pony club already has some great rules to ensure horse welfare; the emphasis should be on the fitting of
the gear. Horse boots would be a positive thing for their welfare to allow."
"Good to see the inclusion of welfare into the syllabus."
"Keep going PCA. You are doing a fabulous job and will make the PC world a better place for all. Thank
you."
"A positive initiative from Pony Club to focus on horse welfare again, this will bring with it better conditions
for our horses and stronger understanding foundations for our riders."
"Thankyou for stepping up and tackling such an important topic."
I'm really glad Pony Club is reaching out to people about things like this."
"Making sure the rider is in the correct weight - limit for a horse (20% of the horse's body weight) (and)
making sure the rider and riders' parents understand how to care for the horse."
"Always good to show we are willing to look at things and adjust policy if necessary."

Horses are herd animals; they enjoy company.

See you in 2021
The PCA office will be closed from
December 23 until Monday January 4, 2021.
Only urgent emails, messages and phone
calls will be attended to during that time.
The newsletter and Discipline of the Month
resume in February, 2021.

More photos from Salt Ash Pony Club's
Christmas photo shoot a great Christmas rally idea.
#Tag us in your rally and special event
photos.

